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CHARD RURAL  DISTRICT  . 

--  in  the  — 

C OUNTY OP  S OMERSET . 


OP  THE  MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH  POR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 


31ST  DECEMBER „ 1Q41. 
TO;  THE  CHARD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

^ the  honour  to  present  a short  Report  on  the  Sanitary 

Conditions  of  the  Chard  Rural  District  for  the  Year  ended  31st 
December,  1941, 


The  District  by  this  time  had  adapted  itself  to  the  altered 
conditions  brought  about  by  the  War,  There  was  practically  no 
unemployment,  farming  and  industrial  activities  being  greatly 
accelerated. 

The  health  of  the  district  generally  has  been  good  during 
1941.  The  number  of  cases  of  Influenza  and  Pebrile  Catarrh  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year  was  considerably  fewer  than  is  usually  the 
case  at  that  period. 


Amongst  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  there  was  a small 
outbreak  of  Diphtheria  of  a virulent  type  in  the  village  of  Hinton  St, 

deaths  in  children  during  January.  I frequently 
visited  this  village  and  took  numerous  swabs  from  the  nose  and  throat 
of  contacts  and  suspected  cases,  finding  several  mild  cases  and  carriers 
who  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was  carried  out  during  the  year 

children  of  pre-school  age.  The  incidence 
of  Diphtheria  dropped  markedly  as  the  year  advanced.  There  were  still 
however  a number  of  children  in  the  area  who  had  reached  the  age  of 

months  and  were  suitable  for  immunisation  but  who  had  not  been  so 
treated. 


m -u  ^fst  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  other  than 
Tuberculosis, 

Disease,  Total  cases 

notified^ 


Scarlet  Pever  , , , 22 
Diphtheria  ...  14 
Enteric  Pever  (Paratyphoid  b.)  1 
Pood  Poisoning  ...  1 
Measles  ...  266 
Puerperal  lyrexia  ...  3 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  l 
Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  3 
Pneumonia  ...  28 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  , , l 
Erysipelas  ...  4 
Chicken-pox  ...  48 
Who.^ping  cough  ...  is 


Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

18 

14 


Total 

Deaths, 


1 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
Total  cases  notified, 

14  : 

3 


Total  Deaths. 

3 

1 
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HOSPITAL  A HD  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
These  remain  as  in  my  previous  repo2rts. 


The  two  Sick  Bays  in  the  area  were  used  to  a limited  extent 
for  the  treatment  of  Seabies  and  other  contagious  skin  conditions 
which  occurred  amongst  residents  in  the  District,  Such  diseases 
were  still  troublesome  during  the  year,  hut  the  number  of  ca  ses  was 
steadi3y  decreasing. 

BIRTHS, 

IIVEBIRTHS. 

Male,  Pemale. 

Legitimate  , . , "109  95..  ” 

Illegitimate  . . , ___3 2 

Total  114  97 

STILLBIRTHS. 

Total  4 ""  2 


Deaths  from  all  caases 


DEATHS. 

76  81 


PAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


Disease  or  Cause 
of  Death, 

Cerebro-spinal  Pever 
Diphtheria  . 2 

Pulmonaiy  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculosis 
Influenza  ...  3 

Cancer  ...  9 

Diabetes  ...  1 

Cranial  VascularrLesions  8 

Heart  Disease  ...  15 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  2 

Bronchitis  , , , 2 

Pneumonia  , , , 2 

Other  Respiratoacy  Disease  1 

Stomach  Ulcer  1 

Digrrhoea  under  2 years  1 

Digestive  Diseases  3 

nephritis  ...  5 

Premature  Birth  ...  2 

Congenital  Malformation 
Road  Accidents  ...  5 

Other  violent  Deaths  3 

All  other  causes  11 


1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

2 

6 

20 

6 

5 

3 

1 

2 

4 
1 
1 
2 
1 

15 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

There  have  been  no  changes  during  the  year  and  the  various 
schemes  have  been  well  maintained.  Some  trouble  has  been  experienced 
during  the  year  on  the  Regional  Scheme  due  to  external  corrosion  of 
pipes  in  the  Ashill  area.  The  most  difficult  problem  has  been  the 
increased  consimption,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  Ilmlnster  Urban 
District  Council  have  been  unable  to  supply  this  Council  with  a 
sufficient  supply  of  water  at  all  times.  The  Chard  Rural  District 
Council  have  a scheme  under  consideration  for  augmenting  the 
Regional  supply. 


(2) 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL, 


No  new  works  have  been  put  in  hand,  maintsnance  difficulties 
due  to  shortage  of  labour  have  been  the  chief  trouble,  but  on  the 
whole  the  existing  outfall  works  are  fairly  satisfactory. 

HOUSING. 

Pew  cases  of  actual  overcrowding  have  been  met  with  during 
the  year,  but  owing  to  the  existing  conditions,  in  some  oases  there 
has  been  little  room  to  spare,  and  isolation  in  the  case  of 
infectious  disease  occurring  would  be  impossible  at  home, 

PIBIIC  HEADPH  3TAPP. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  received  the  help  of  Mr,  L,  J, 
Pattemore,  P.A.S.I,,  who  was  appointed  as  Temporary  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  carry  out  the  work  of  Housing  Inspector 
especially  as  regards  the  condition  of  the  houses  built  and  owned 
by  the  Council,  In  spite  of  labour  shortage  and  other  difficulties 
the  routine  sanitary  duties  have  been  efficiently  carried  out, 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(sd>  C,  C.  COURT,  M,B,,  Ch.B,,  D,P.H, 

Medical  Officer  of  health. 

Chard  Rural  District  Council, 


3rd  October.  1942 
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